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 Parent’s Guide
INTRODUCTION:

The Children’s Islamic Art Program has been established by the Good Doer’s Charity Library Society to teach young children (ages 3 & 4) the Quran and Arabic in an engaging and creative environment.  We want to provide a program that teaches Islamic values through exploration. We feel that children at this age learn best when they are given the opportunity to follow their interests. As a result, we consider our program to be Reggio inspired.  With the teachers in the role of researchers and guides, they observe and listen to what the children are talking about while playing at different centers. This “child talk” or exchange of ideas is precious to a reggio inspired teacher who can use this valuable information to understand the child’s thinking and knowing about Islam.  
Through artistic expression our goal in this program is to teach your child to: 

· -Review Surat Al-Fatiha, Al-Ikhlas, Al-Falaq, & An-Nas

· -Learn Surat An-Nasr, Al-Masad, & Al-Kauthar

· -Review the Arabic alphabet & learn new vocabulary

· -Understand the Five Pillars of Islam
· - Explore our Masjid 
· -Learn through storytelling  
· -Interact with other children in a group setting

· -Understand how to be proud of their Muslim identity
Our daily schedule provides time for interactive play in a collection of interesting centres, a gathering time we call the “Salam Circle”, a snack, and group activities (e.g. storytelling, drama, art, drumming, etc.) The students display and revisit their learning through photos, text, artwork, and an artifact gallery.
THE REGGIO EMILIA APPROACH

Reggio Emilia
Hailed as an exemplary model of early childhood education, the Reggio Emilia approach to education is committed to the creation of conditions for learning that will enhance and facilitate children's construction of "his or her own powers of thinking through the synthesis of all the expressive, communicative and cognitive languages" (Edwards and Forman, 1993). The Reggio Emilia approach to early childhood education is a city-run and sponsored system designed for all children from birth through six years of age. The Reggio Emilia approach can be viewed as a resource and inspiration to help educators, parents, and children as they work together to further develop their own educational programs.

The Reggio Emilia approach is based upon the following principles:

Emergent Curriculum: An emergent curriculum is one that builds upon the interests of children. Topics for study are captured from the talk of children, through community or family events, as well as the known interests of children (puddles, shadow, animals, etc.). Team planning is an essential component of the emergent curriculum. Teachers work together to formulate hypotheses about the possible directions of a project, the materials needed, and possible parent and/or community support and involvement.

Project Work: Projects, also emergent, are in-depth studies of concepts, ideas, and interests, which arise within the group. Considered as an adventure, projects may last one week or could continue throughout the school year. Throughout a project, teachers help children make decisions about the direction of study, the ways in which the group will research the topic, the representational medium that will demonstrate and showcase the topic and the selection of materials needed to represent the work. Long-term projects or progettazione, enhance lifelong learning.

Representational Development: Consistent with Howard Gardner's notion of schooling for multiple intelligences, the Reggio Emilia approach calls for the integration of the graphic arts as tools for cognitive, linguistic, and social development. Presentation of concepts and hypotheses in multiple forms of representation -- print, art, construction, drama, music, puppetry, and shadow play -- are viewed as essential to children's understanding of experience. Children have 100 languages, multiple symbolic languages.

Collaboration: Collaborative group work, both large and small, is considered valuable and necessary to advance cognitive development. Children are encouraged to dialogue, critique, compare, negotiate, hypothesize, and problem solve through group work. Within the Reggio Emilia approach multiple perspectives promote both a sense of group membership and the uniqueness of self. There high emphasis on the collaboration among home-school-community to support the learning of the child.

Teachers as Researchers: The teacher's role within the Reggio Emilia approach is complex. Working as co-teachers, the role of the teacher is first and foremost to be that of a learner alongside the children. The teacher is a teacher-researcher, a resource and guide as she/he lends expertise to children (Edwards, 1993). Within such a teacher-researcher role, educators carefully listen, observe, and document children's work and the growth of community in their classroom and are to provoke, co-construct, and stimulate thinking, and children's collaboration with peers. Teachers are committed to reflection about their own teaching and learning.

Documentation: Similar to the portfolio approach, documentation of children's work in progress is viewed as an important tool in the learning process for children, teachers, and parents. Pictures of children engaged in experiences, their words as they discuss what they are doing, feeling and thinking, and the children's interpretation of experience through the visual media are displayed as a graphic presentation of the dynamics of learning. Documentation is used as assessment and advocacy.

Environment: Within the Reggio Emilia schools, great attention is given to the look and feel of the classroom. Environment is considered the "third teacher." Teachers carefully organize space for small and large group projects and small intimate spaces for one, two or three children. Documentation of children's work, plants, and collections that children have made from former outings are displayed both at the children's and adult eye level. Common space available to all children in the school includes dramatic play areas and worktables for children from different classrooms to come together.

Features of the Reggio Emilia Approach
Teacher Role:
· to co-explore the learning experience with the children

· to provoke ideas, problem solving, and conflict

· to take ideas from the children and return them for further exploration

· to organize the classroom and materials to be aesthetically pleasing

· to organize materials to help children make thoughtful decisions about the media

· to document children's progress: visual, videotape, tape recording, portfolios

· to help children see the connections in learning and experiences

· to help children express their knowledge through representational work

· to form a "collective" among other teachers and parents

· to have a dialogue about the projects with parents and other teachers

· to foster the connection between home, school and community

Projects:
· can emerge from children's ideas and/or interests

· can be provoked by teachers

· can be introduced by teachers knowing what is of interest to children: shadows, puddles, tall buildings, construction sites, nature, etc.

· should be long enough to develop over time, to discuss new ideas, to negotiate over, to induce conflicts, to revisit, to see progress, to see movement of ideas

· should be concrete, personal from real experiences, important to children, should be "large" enough for diversity of ideas and rich in interpretive/representational expression

Media:
· explore first: what is this material, what does it do, before what can I do with the material

· should have variation in color, texture, pattern: help children "see" the colors, tones, hues; help children "feel" the texture, the similarities and differences

· should be presented in an artistic manner--it too should be aesthetically pleasing to look at--it should invite you to touch, admire, inspire

· should be revisited throughout many projects to help children see the possibilities

This overview of the Reggio Emilia Approach was taken from a packet of information available at The Hundred Languages of Children traveling exhibit.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Allergies:  

If your child has any kind of severe allergies, please notify the teacher so that special arrangements can be made if necessary.  If your child has any food related allergies, this will enable us to ensure that your child will not be exposed to any food that could cause reactions.

Health and Hygiene:

“Hand Washing”: We like to teach proper hygiene and hand washing to prevent the spread of bacteria.  We will have the children wash their hands before and after they have their snacks.  Any time your child uses the washroom, we will make sure that your child is washing his/her hands.

“Washroom use”: We ask that you make sure your child has used the washroom before coming to class.  We will bring the children for a washroom break during class time if necessary. 

“Illness”: If your child is ill, PLEASE keep him/her at home to prevent the illness from spreading to other children.  If your child becomes ill during class time, we will phone the parents or contact person to come take their child home.

“Medications”:  If you child requires any kind of medication, please make sure that he/she receives it before or after the class.  We DO NOT administer any medication to children.  If your child has asthma, please inform the teacher so that special arrangements can be made.  
Dropping off and Picking up:
We ask that all parents bring their child to the class at 9:15 AM and notify the teacher that your child has arrived and sign your child in on the sign in sheet.  We also ask all parents to pick their children up promptly at 11:45 AM.  This will relieve any separation anxiety that your child may experience.  It also allows the teachers to start cleaning up and preparing to leave.  If you are going to be late, please make other arrangements to have someone pick up your child.
Please inform the teacher if someone else will be picking up your child to avoid any confusion to your child and the teachers.

Clothing and Supplies: 
Some of the crafts that we will be doing involve paint and glue and can get quite messy.  We are asking all parents to dress your child in washable play clothes.  Please bring an old painting T-shirt or a smock for your child.

Photography: 

The Good Doer’s Charity Library Society would like to take photographs of the children working on their projects during class time.  This will allow us to advertise The Children’s Islamic Art Program in the future to other parents.  We will give out permission slips to all parents to sign and submit to us, informing the library if you will or will not give us the permission to photograph your child.

How to contact us:
Please feel free to contact us at any time.  A list of contact information is below for your information and convenience. 

The Good Doer’s Charity Library Society: (403) 246-3365

Email:  gooddoers@shaw.ca
[image: image1.jpg]alSy 9 alll aa> ¢ @file il



[image: image2.png]



